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Our actions reflect our longstanding responsibility under federal environmental laws to 
address threats to public health. Since the signing of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) statute in 1980, EPA has responded to 
hundreds of sites across the country to provide alternate water and conduct sampling when the 
presence of hazardous substances posed a potential risk to potable water. 

State and federal agencies have critical, complementary roles in ensuring that shale gas 
extraction occurs safely. States have important front-line responsibilities in permitting natural 
gas extraction, and we respect and support their efforts. But EPA, likewise, has important 
oversight responsibilities and acts as a critical backstop when public health or the environment 
may be at risk. We intend to exercise this authority prudently and sparingly. Again, we would 
consider action in any situation where we are presented with information showing potential 
health risks to citizens within the scope of the laws we administer, regardless of the context or 
background of the site. 

EPA is taking every precaution to ensure that our samples are collected and reviewed 
using the highest scientific standards. The residents in Dimock deserve answers based on the 
facts, and we look forward to working together with residents, P ADEP and Cabot to meet our 
responsibility to your community. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Trish Taylor, EPA's 
Community Involvement Coordinator, at 215-814-5539. 
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